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"Historically, one of the objectives of the patent system was to
encourage the development of new industries in the United
Kingdom through, inter alia, the introduction from foreign
countries of techniques known there but not previously known in

the United Kingdom. Accordingly, the fact that an invention was
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previously known abroad did not invalidate a British patent and
was referred to as an "invention by importation." Although the
registered designs system never went as far as the patent system in
recognising a mere copyist of a design from abroad as being
entitled to apply for the grant of a registered design in the United
Kingdom, it did follow the patent system to the extent of
disregarding prior art published outside the United Kingdom."
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(5)For the purposes of this section, a design has been made

available to the public before the relevant date if—

(a)it has been published (whether following registration or
otherwise), exhibited, used in trade or otherwise disclosed before

that date; and
(b)the disclosure does not fall within subsection (6) below.
(6)A disclosure falls within this subsection if—

(a)it could not reasonably have become known before the relevant
date in the normal course of business to persons carrying on
business in the European Economic Area and specialising in the

sector concerned;"
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