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"The evidence at trial clearly corroborated the findings of
several courts that the Internet is a unique, international, as
well as interstate, phenomenon. (See, e.g., Reno v American
Civ. Liberties Union, supra; American Libs. Assn. v Pataki,
supra; Shea v Reno, 930 F Supp 916 [SD NY 1996]; American
Civ. Liberties Union v Reno, 929 F Supp 824, supra.) The live
courtroom demonstration established that there is much
anonymity, uncertainty and lack of control in using the
Internet. Indeed, the Internet offers a '‘brave new world' of
communication which, although as Judge Preska suggests,
is analogous in some ways to a railroad, is really unlike any
other previously regulated form of communication. Like

personal conversation, it _appears to be private, yet is

actually very public. There is presently no practical way to

control the dissemination or receipt of communications. It is
not uncommon for an Internet user to receive uninvited
commercial or personal solicitations, photographs and other
messages from anywhere in the world. Nor is it possible for
the "speaker” to control with certainty the route or ultimate
destination of his or her message. The standards of propriety
are no longer confined to those of a particular geographical
or political community. At the same time, there can be no
doubt that defendant intentionally sought out users he had

reason to believe were in fact children and intended and



attempted to engage them in sexual activities. In this respect,
the evidence sustains the findings of Congress and the
various States that have enacted the challenged laws
prohibiting the use of the Internet for such purpose,
including New York, that this new technology has become a
common tool for the pedophile and that such application of

Internet technology transcends State and national borders.”
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"Law enforcement agencies around the nation are becoming
increasingly alarmed at the growing use of computer
networks and other communications by pedophiles. As one

observer noted, "perverts are moving from the playground to

the internet”...
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