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The evidence of crime against a person may be overwhelming, and yet it
may be possible to conjecture a series of extraordinary circumstances

that would be consistent with his innocence — as by supposing that some
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stranger, of whose existence there is no evidence, interposed at the
crucial moment and actually committed the crime, when all the evidence
points to the fact that the accused was alone on the spot, or by supposing,
on a charge of murder, that the deceased died of heart failure the moment
before the bullet entered his body. The fact that these unlikely
contingencies do sometimes occur, so that by neglecting them there is on
rare occasions a miscarriage of justice, cannot be held against the
administration of the law, which is compelled to run this risk (Glanville

Williams, THE PROOF OF GUILT (3rd ed., 1963) at 190. Emphasis added).
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