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"As public records have been made available in computerized form
and posted on the Internet, public concerns about protecting the
privacy of personally identifiable information in these records have
intensified. Before computers and information technology, those
who wished to see and copy information in public records had to
traipse to a public building, request a record, wait for the staff to
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find it, carefully read through the record to find the item(s) of
interest, and then copy the desired information manually. The
physical presence and labor involved resulted in ‘“practical
obscurity,” that is, the work involved in obtaining access and
duplicating information had the effect of protecting the privacy of
the information. In the networked world, those built-in protections
are removed and there is little or no obscurity. Records can be easily
accessed, searched, analyzed, and reconstituted in new forms from
nearly anywhere in the world." (Deborah G. Johnson, Priscilla M.
Regan, and Kent Wayland, Campaign Disclosure, Privacy and
Transparency, 19 Wm. & Mary Bill Rts. J. 959 (2011),

https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/wmborj/vol19/iss4/7 )
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