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“UN human rights experts today urged States to avoid overreach of security measures in their
response to the coronavirus outbreak and reminded them that emergency powers should not
be used to quash dissent.

“While we recognize the severity of the current health crisis and acknowledge that the use of
emergency powers is allowed by international law in response to significant threats, we
urgently remind States that any emergency responses to the coronavirus must be
proportionate, necessary and non-discriminatory,” the experts said.

[...]

Some States and security institutions may find the use of emergency powers attractive because
it offers shortcuts, the experts said. “To prevent such excessive powers to become hardwired
into legal and political systems, restrictions should be narrowly tailored and should be the
least intrusive means to protect public health.”

Finally, in countries where the virus is waning, authorities must seek to return life to normal
and must avoid excessive use of emergency powers to indefinitely regulate day-to-day life,
they said.

“We encourage States to remain steadfast in maintaining a human rights-based approach to
regulating this pandemic, in order to facilitate the emergence of healthy societies with rule of
law and human rights protections,” the UN experts said.”
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